Foes  of  the  Household
schemer, and proud of his two sons-in-law,
and especially because they were Christians.
He was clever enough to see that their Chris-
tianity would secure his daughters from rival
wives, and incidentally add to his power and
position in the tribe.
So the head-men represented to Sekhome
that it was evident that Chukuru was at the
bottom of the plot, that he evidently intended
to kill the chief, and, through his sons-in-law,
obtain supreme power in the tribe. They
advised that this arrogant father-in-law should
be quickly put to death. Sekhome sensed the
situation. He realised that evidently being
a Christian made some difference, and that it
was not possible to profess the Word of God
and at the same time retain the old tribal
customs. Why it should be so he could not
understand. But there was the fact, and the
only thing to do was to get rid of Chukuru, and
also to dispose of Khama. It was intolerable
that a chief should thus be defied in his own
kraal He hired some Matebele refugees to kill
Chukuru, but they knew that this irre-
pressible person was one of the best shots in
the country, and his skill with the assegai was
known far and wide. So the plot hung fire.
In January, 1866, Sekhome arranged a coup
d'ttat, which would, he thought, settle the
whole business, and rid the country of this
mischievous leaven of Christianity. One dark
night he took with him a number of his most
trusty followers, and inarched to the huts of his
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